In the beginning…..
A meeting was held on the 15th of February, 1950, at Cox’s Café, High Street, Rushden.  Mr. G.T. MacPherson, an optician was in the chair, and welcomed thirty six people who had responded to an invitation to a meeting, following a Burn’s Night Supper held in January that year.  The main objective was to “get together” all Scotsmen with a view to forming a Caledonian Society in Rushden.  On a proposal by Mr. D.S. Ferguson, seconded by Mr.P.R. Duncan, and carried unanimously, the “Rushden and District Caledonian Society” was formed.

Mr. MacPherson was appointed as the first President, and after some discussion it was decided that the committee should consist of 5 males plus the President and Secretary (Mr. J. Nichol).  The society’s first committee was made up of the following people:

Mr. D.S. Ferguson

Mr. G. Boyd

Mr. P.R. Duncan

Mr. R. Wilbur

Dr. W. McKendrick

Membership would be open to all with a Scottish relationship going back to “one Scottish grandparent”.
It was agreed that the objects of the Society would be:

a) To promote social and friendly intercourse among the Scottish community in Rushden and District

b) To befriend natives of Scotland coming to live in Rushden and District

c) To encourage and promote the study and preservation of the history, folk lore, literature, music and traditions of Scotland

The first General Meeting was held on March 8th, 1950.  After agreeing the administrative details of the society, it was agreed that the functions would consist of a St. Andrew’s Night Ball, a Burn’s Night Dinner and Dance, a Hallowe’en Party for children and adults, a New Year’s Party and a Summer Outing.  There was even talk of running a coach to London for the Scottish Games!
Meetings were held monthly in the early days and were as much of a social event as a society meeting and could have included a speaker, Whist Drive or a sing-song.  By May 1950 the society had agreed to add Scottish Dance Instruction and a Drama society and ladies were beginning to serve on various sub-committees.  Invitations to the St. Andrew’s ball were sent out in September and numbers limited to 200.
By the first AGM the five males realised they needed the women and rule 17 was amended to state “the committee shall consist of 6 members”.  Mrs. H. Groome was the first woman elected to the committee.  It was also agreed to invite Bedford and Kettering to attend our gatherings.

A trawl through the first minute book took me on a journey that brought me after ten years to a society that looks much like the one we have today.

The formative years…..

1952 – The society approved funds to buy a radiogram and records for dance practice and small functions.  Lassies night was muted in addition to the Spring Ball, an innovation from the previous year.  From the beginning the society donated proceeds from the Spring Ball to charity and as the funds grew, so did their donations.  At this time the society had an Honorary Piper – Pipe Major Murphy – we are not so fortunate today.
1953 – At the A.G.M. Mrs. Harris and Mrs. MacGibbon joined the committee.  Functions had been held at the Windmill, Rushden and monthly meetings in Cox’s Café.  Now they were moved to the Waverly Hotel.  The Windmill had increased their charges – some things never change!  Hallowe’en was free but St. Andrew’s Ball was 15/- (15 shillings).
1954 – The Spring Ball cost 15/- and number limited to 220.  The presidents of Corby and Kettering societies were invited to attend.  At the 5th AGM the numbers present were 41 and the new President elected was Mr. W. Day, headmaster at Hinwick School.  I guess that began the charity donations to Hinwick.  When I joined, the Hallowe’en Party took place at Hinwick for the society’s children and the boys at Hinwick.

1955 – Northampton Scottish Association made contact and invited us to their April Dance.  At the A.G.M. a discussion took place on the subject of President’s Regalia, left open from the committee meeting prior to the A.G.M.  Mrs. MacGibbon said that she and Dr. MacGibbon would be pleased to present the society with President’s Regalia in the form of a Chain of Office.  Mr. Lauder moved a vote of thanks and accepted on behalf of the society.
1956 – At the A.G.M. Mrs. MacGibbon became the first lady President.  In September we had the first contact with the East Midlands Scottish Societies, now known as EMASS.  Delegates were sent to the A.G.M. at Wesbeck.

1957 – We were becoming known to a wider group of societies and looked into hiring a coach to attend Leicester Society’s Ball in March where Jimmy Shand’s Band would play.

1958 – The Waverly Hotel was no longer available so it was suggested to go to the Harmonic Hall, Irthlingborough.  At the first committee meeting after the 10th A.G.M., Mrs. MacGibbon proposed that the first meeting of the new season should be a President’s night.  It was subsequently agreed it should be a hot supper followed by a social.  Ladies were to organise the catering (from Scot’s Bakery in Corby) and the gents to organise the social.

1960 – The society celebrated its 10th Anniversary on 25/2/1960

1961 – Associate members were introduced at the 12th A.G.M.  At the President’s Night in September, the President’s of Huntingdon, Kettering, and Northampton together with their consorts were invited
And now…..

I hope this has shown how our society was formed, developed and grew.  I, together with Bryan, my late husband, joined in January 1971 attending our first function in February, the 21st Birthday Celebration of the society.  Tickets were 10/- but since we had so recently joined, we had to pay the full price of 30/-!  Mrs. Vi Harris was President and the Dinner & Dance was held at the Civic Hall, Irthlingborough.  
I’m sure that “worthies” who formed the society would be pleased that we have continued with many of the objects they started almost 60 years ago.  They might not have recognised or liked the electronic minutes replacing the handwritten minute book or indeed the website in which this appears.  They would have recognised that things change as they did in their time.  As I look forward to our 60th Anniversary Dance, I reflect that when I was on the committee in the year of our 40th Anniversary, tickets were £5 for members.  Other things change too….
Mrs. May Hadley – December 2009

